


Prior Approval Requirement Waivers

ISM has re-budgeting authority available under NIH Grants Policy Statement Scc. 8.1.1.2:, which
states, “NIH prior approval is not required to re-budget funds for any direct cost item that the
applicable cost principles identify as requiring the Federal awarding agency's prior approval, unless the
incurrence of costs is associated with or is considered to be a change in scope.”

For grants that are not under Streamlined Non-competing Application Process (SNAP) ISM now has
the discretion to carry forward unobligated balances on its active grants for immediate efforts to

support activities related to or affected by COVID-19 as long as the charges are allowable costs and are
within the scope of the original award.

In addition, ISM has the discretion to extend the final budget period of the approved project period on
active non-SNAP grant projects grants one time for a period of up to 12 months without requesting
prior approval, by notifying the assigned grants management specialist.

Cost Related Flexibilities/Expenditure of Award Funds
Salaries:

ISM understands that many researchers may be unable to continue all aspects of their current work as a
result of or related to the effects of COVID-19. During this public health emergency, the NIH is
permitting ISM pursuant to this adopted policy to continue charging salaries and benefits during
periods when our researchers and staff are unable to work in the normal way or the work is impacted in
any way due to the effect of COVID-19. Salaries and benefits, if otherwise allowable will continue to

be charged to the sponsored awards regardless of the funding source, including Federal and non-
Federal.

Accordingly, during this period ISM will not make salary source changes unless the following applies:

1) When a grant or other sponsored program funding award has ended, there is no available
unobligated funds and the grant will not resume at a future date.

2) When new funding has been received specific to activities related to COVID19 or that may
be carried out remotely.

3) For personnel transferring from one position to another.
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As of May 18" ISMMS has resumed some non-COVID related research activities on-campus although
on a limited scale and not impacting all faculty and staff. Therefore the following additional exceptions
for salary source changes as of the May 18" date are added:

4) When new funding is received that can be carried out on campus.
5) When effort between two activities that are both actively being worked on changes.

6) When necessary to mitigate potential overlap.

Stipends:

ISM will continue to provide stipend payments to fellows and trainees who may be unable to work on-
site as a result of or related to COVID-19. ISM will notify the assigned grants management official,
and provide documentation demonstrating the effect of COVID-19, and how long the institution will be
affected.

Travel:

Non-refundable costs associated with grant-related travel that has been cancelled due to COVID-19
may be charged to the sponsored awards if they would have otherwise been allowable.

Conference Registration Fees:

Non-refundable registration fees for conferences, symposiums or seminars that have been cancelled
due to COVID19 may be charged to the sponsored awards if they would have otherwise been allowable
(e.g. necessary to accomplish program objectives).

NIH-Supported Meetings and Conferences:

Scientific meetings, conferences and workshops supported by sponsored awards may be delayed or
cancelled due to COVID-19. Non-refundable costs associated with meetings and conferences,
supported by sponsored awards and affected by COVID-19 are allowable and may be requested as an
administrative supplement to the appropriate funding agency. Principal Investigators (PIs) should
contact their assigned grants management specialist and program official through our Grants and
Contracts Office (GCO) to provide documentation demonstrating the effect of COVID-19. The funding
agency will work with the PI/GCO to address the impact on the NIH grant.
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Extension of Closeout

e NIH will allow ISM to delay submission of any final financial, performance, and other
reports required by the terms and conditions of award for the closeout of expired projects,
provided that proper notice about the reporting delay is given to the agency. This delay
may not exceed one year.

Extension of Single Audit Submission

e NIH will allow ISM to delay the completion and submission of the Single Audit report
for up to 12 months beyond the normal due date.

e The delayed completion and submission would still qualify the recipient as a “low-risk
auditee” under the criteria of 45 CFR 75.520.

As this Public Health Emergency continues, ISM may identify additional cost-related flexibilities
that are needed and bring them to the NIH and sponsors for consideration

Please contact Sponsored Projects Finance (646-605-4023) if you have any question regarding
this policy.
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